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A portable boat mounting device configured to be secured to
(72) Inventor: Quintin Speers, Brooklyn Park, MN a fixed seating area of a boat, is described. The portable
(Us) mounting device includes a swivel seat assembly affixed to
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The mounting plate includes a plurality of mounting slots

configured to receive a fastening device. The mounting plate

(51) Int. CL includes a seat base comprising one or more mounting slots
B63B 29/04 (2006.01) configured to receive the fastening device.
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PORTABLE BOAT SEAT MOUNTING
SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This invention relates to the field of portable seat-
ing devices. Specifically, the present invention pertains to a
portable boat seat mounting system.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Many fishing and Jon-type boats are factory-
equipped with backless, bench-style seats that are uncom-
fortable and are permanently fixed in place, giving the user
little flexibility when it comes to seating.

[0003] Avid outdoorsmen, water lovers, and fisherman
often acquire boats that are easy for transport, affordable and
easily movable. These boats are often considered to be
jon-type boats or flat-bottomed boats constructed of alumi-
num, fiberglass, or wood with one, two, or three bench seats.
They are suitable for fishing, hunting and just cruising
around. These types of boats are simple, easy to maintain,
and provide many options for customization and comfort.
Often times, these boats include backless, bench-style seats
that are uncomfortable and are permanently fixed in place,
giving the user little flexibility when it comes to seating.
These types of seating are very limited in the type of comfort
that can be provided, and some instances are considered to
be nonfunctional. In order to upgrade these seating options,
seat assemblies are utilized in order to attach a more
comfortable seating option that may offer back support,
additional cushion, or angles of seating to the occupant.
[0004] These seating options often include swivel plate
assemblies that allow for the seating option to rotate in one
or more directions in order to allow an occupant to achieve
their desire of comfort, viewing range, or fishing angle.
Conventional swivel plate assemblies include a seat mount-
ing plate conjoined in a rotational relationship with a base
plate such that plates rotate relative to each other about a
common axis. Typically, the base plate is fixedly secured to
a bench-type seat to enable rotational movement of a seat,
e.g., a boat seat, fixedly secured to the seat mounting plate.
Fastening devices such as bolts, nuts and bolts, etc. used for
affixing the base plate generally prevent the removal or
relocation of the seat without expending additional effort.
[0005] Thus, it would be desirable to provide a way to
retrofit a bench-style boat seat or thwart with an adjustable
and more comfortable swivel seat. Accordingly, there exists
a need for a portable swivel seat base which can easily and
quickly secure and un-secure a seat to a bench-type seat with
minimal effort.

[0006] The aspects or the problems and the associated
solutions presented in this section are not necessarily
approaches that have been previously conceived or pursued.
Therefore, unless otherwise indicated, it should not be
assumed that any of the approaches presented in this section
qualify as prior art merely by virtue of their presence in this
section of the application.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] A portable boat mounting device configured to be
secured to a fixed seating area of a boat, is described. The
portable mounting device includes a swivel seat assembly
affixed to one or more mounting brackets. The swivel seat
assembly includes a seat base affixed to one or more
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mounting brackets. The swivel seat assembly includes a
mounting plate, affixed to the seat base forming a connection
to each other with a rotational relationship about a common
axis. The mounting plate includes a plurality of mounting
slots configured to receive a fastening device. The seat base
includes one or more mounting slots configured to receive
the fastening device. The fastening device is configured to
extend through the one or mounting slots, fixedly securing
the base plate to the mounting bracket.

[0008] In one embodiment, the fastening device is a nut
and bolt fastener.

[0009] In one embodiment, the mounting bracket is
s-shaped.
[0010] In one embodiment, the mounting bracket includes

a leg, a first arm, a second arm, and a longitudinally
extending open channel defined by the leg and a lip formed
by a longitudinally extending edge of the second arm.
[0011] In one embodiment, the seat base is removably
secured to a bench-type seat with at least one tie-down
device.

[0012] In one embodiment, the at least one tie-down
device is a ratchet strap or over center quick release buckle
and strap assembly.

[0013] In one embodiment, the tie-down strap is config-
ured to extend through an open channel or slot of the
mounting bracket and wrap around and under the bench-type
seat.

[0014] In one embodiment, the at least one tie-down
device is one or more of a set of polyester, nylon, polypro-
pylene or metal straps.

[0015] In one embodiment, the mounting plate comprises
a plurality of mounting slots through which a fastening
device extends to fixedly securing the seat mounting plate to
an underside of a seat.

[0016] In one embodiment, the base plate is configured to
integrate with the mounting bracket to form a unitary device.
[0017] This summary is provided merely for purposes of
summarizing some example embodiments, so as to provide
a basic understanding of some aspects of the subject matter
described herein.

[0018] Accordingly, it will be appreciated that the above-
described features are merely examples and should not be
construed to narrow the scope or spirit of the subject matter
described herein in any way. Other features, aspects, and
advantages of the subject matter described herein will
become apparent from the following Detailed Description,
Figures, and Claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] Disclosed herein are embodiments of a portable
swivel seat assembly. The accompanying figures are
included to provide a further understanding of the invention,
and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this speci-
fication. The figures illustrate embodiments of the invention
and, together with the description, serve to explain the
principles of the invention.

[0020] The foregoing and other objects, aspects, features,
and advantages of the disclosure will become more apparent
and better understood by referring to the following descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
in which:

[0021] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portable swivel
seat assembly in accordance with an embodiment;
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[0022] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a mounting bracket
for the portable swivel seat assembly, in accordance with an
example;

[0023] FIG. 3 illustrates a securing devices in use with the
portable swivel seat assembly, in accordance with an
example;

[0024] FIG. 4 is a bottom perspective view of a portable
swivel seat assembly, in accordance with an example;
[0025] FIG. 5 is a mounted, front perspective view of the
portable swivel seat assembly, in accordance with an
example;

[0026] FIG. 6 is a securing device, specifically a ratcheting
device used to secure the device to the bench, in accordance
with an example;

[0027] FIG. 7 depicts a perspective view of the portable
boat mounting device secured to a fixed seating area, in
accordance with an example.

[0028] Elements in the figures are illustrated for simplicity
and clarity and have not been drawn to scale. For example,
the dimensions and/or relative positioning of some of the
elements in the figures may be exaggerated relative to other
elements to help to improve understanding of various
embodiments of the present invention.

[0029] Also, common but well-understood elements that
are useful or necessary in a commercially feasible embodi-
ment are often not depicted in order to facilitate a less
obstructed view of these various embodiments of the present
invention. Certain actions and/or steps may be described or
depicted in a particular order of occurrence while those
skilled in the art will understand that such specificity with
respect to sequence is not actually required.

[0030] The terms and expressions used herein have the
ordinary technical meaning as is accorded to such terms and
expressions by persons skilled in the technical field as set
forth above except where different specific meanings have
otherwise been set forth herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0031] Some detailed example embodiments are disclosed
herein. However, specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are merely representative for purposes of
describing example embodiments. Example embodiments
may, however, be embodied in many alternate forms and
should not be construed as limited to only the embodiments
set forth herein.

[0032] The invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from the spirit of essential charac-
teristics thereof. The present embodiments therefore to be
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive,
the scope of the invention being indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description, and all
changes which come within the meaning and range of
equivalency of the claims are therefore intended to be
embraced therein.

[0033] The terminology used herein is for the purpose of
describing particular embodiments only and is not intended
to be limiting of the invention. As used herein, the term
“and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or more
of the associated listed items. As used herein, the singular
forms “a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well as the singular forms, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further understood that
the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,” when used in
this specification, specify the presence of stated features,
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steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereof.

[0034] The following description is not to be taken in a
limiting sense, but is made merely for the purpose of
describing the general principles of exemplary embodi-
ments. Reference throughout this specification to “one
embodiment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means
that a particular feature, structure, or characteristic described
in connection with the embodiment is included in at least
one embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances
of the phrases “in one embodiment,” “in an embodiment,”
and similar language throughout this specification may, but
do not necessarily, all refer to the same embodiment.
[0035] While multiple embodiments of the instant inven-
tion are disclosed, alternate embodiments may become
apparent to those skilled in the art. The following detailed
description is that of non-limiting embodiments of the
invention with reference to the accompanying drawings
wherein like elements are designated by like numerals. It
should be clearly understood that there is no intent, implied
or otherwise, to limit the invention in any form or manner to
that described herein. As such, all alternatives are considered
as falling within the metes and bounds of the instant inven-
tion.

[0036] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portable swivel
seat assembly in accordance with an embodiment. The
portable swivel seat assembly includes a swivel seat base
that includes a swivel plate assembly 12 affixed to a set of
mounting brackets 14. The swivel plate assembly 12
includes a conjoined seat mounting plate 16 and a base plate
18 connected to each other in a rotational relationship about
a common axis. The common axis is shared where the seat
mounting plate 16 is positioned above the base plate 18,
allowing the seat mounting plate 16 to rotate about the axis
of the base plate 18. The seat mounting plate 16 includes a
plurality of mounting slots 20 through which a fastening
device 24 extends for fixedly securing seat mounting plate
16 to an underside of a seat. The fastening device 24 in a
preferred embodiment can be a bolt and nut device, or any
other device that is able to secure the seat to the base while
allowing the ability to swivel in a first direction and a second
direction. The base plate 18 includes one or more mounting
slots 20 through which the nut and bolt assembly, extends
for fixedly securing the base plate 18 to the set of mounting
brackets 14. The mounting brackets 14 are positioned to
provide the base plate 18 a height of at least a half of an inch
to provide clearance from a bench of the boat to a boat seat
attached to the swivel seat assembly.

[0037] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a mounting bracket
for the portable swivel seat assembly. As illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 2, mounting bracket 14 is generally S-shaped com-
prising a first arm 26, a leg 28, a second arm 30 and
longitudinally extending open channel 32 defined by leg 28
and lip along a longitudinally extending edge of second arm
30. The first arm 26 includes one or more holes or slots
through which fastening device 24 extends for fixedly
securing base plate 18 to mounting brackets 14 as illustrated
in FIG. 1. In the embodiments shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, first
arm 26 includes at least two holes (or slots) that are aligned
with at least two corresponding slot (or holes) in base plate
18. The brackets allow the swivel assembly to sit a height
above the bench of a boat or seating area, while also
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allowing enough clearance for a securing device to be
securely attached to the bracket system to removably attach
the bracket to the bench.

[0038] Accordingly, the portable swivel seat base 10 is
removably secured to a bench-type seat with at least one
tie-down device. In a preferred embodiment, the tie down
device 52 can be one or more ratchet or quick release straps
54, as illustrated in FIG. 3 and FIG. 6. The ratchet strap can
have at least a portion thereof extending through each open
channel 32 and wrapped around and under the bench-type
seat 60. The ratchet or quick release strap can then be
ratcheted, or buckled down tightly, to secure the seat to the
bench 60, providing the necessary secured tightness needed,
while also providing the ability to loosen, and adjust when
a seat needs to be portable or moved to a different location.
The lip aids in retaining at least a portion of tie-down device
52 within open channel 32, thereby inhibiting the set of
tie-down devices 52 from dislodging from the open channel
32. Alternate forms of tie-down devices can include one or
more of metal straps 52, or other tie down devices 52 that are
considered as falling within the metes and bounds of the
instant invention, as described within this disclosure.
[0039] FIG. 4. is a bottom perspective view of portable
swivel seat base 10 in accordance with an alternate embodi-
ment of the invention. The portable swivel seat base 10
includes a swivel plate assembly 12 affixed to mounting
brackets 14. In the embodiment of portable swivel seat base
10 illustrated in FIG. 4, each mounting bracket is a hollow
tube defining longitudinally extending enclosed channel 44.
Although not shown, at least one side of each mounting
bracket includes at least two holes or slots that align with
mounting slots 20 of base plate 18. Each of these holes can
be utilized for additional securing to an additional mount
adapter or to secure the seat base directly the bench 60 itself
if needed for a permanent fixture. Fastening devices 24, such
as a nut and bolt assembly, are positioned to extend through
the holes or slots in the top of mounting bracket and
mounting slots 20 fixedly secure base plate 18 to mounting
brackets 14.

[0040] Referring now to FIG. 5, and as described in
reference to FIG. 4, portable swivel seat base 10 is illustrated
fixedly secured to underside of seat, e.g., a boat seat, with
fastening devices 24, e.g., a bolt, extending through slots in
seat mounting plate 16. Portable swivel seat base 10 is
removably secured to a bench-type seat 60 with at least one
tie-down device 52, e.g., a ratchet or quick release strap,
having at least a portion 54 thereof extending through each
enclosed channel 44 and wrapped around and under the
bench-type seat. Longitudinally extending enclosed chan-
nels 44 aid in retaining tie-down device 52 therewithin.
[0041] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 of the swivel
plate assembly 12 and set of mounting brackets 14 are
illustrated as separate pieces or components that are fixedly
secured to one another with fastening devices 24. Similarly,
in the embodiment of the portable swivel seat base 10, base
plate 18 of swivel plate assembly 12 and mounting brackets
14 can also be constructed as separate pieces or components
that are fixedly secured to one another with fastening
devices 24. Alternatively, the portable swivel seat base 10,
the base plate 18 and the mounting brackets 14 can be
constructed as a single unit.

[0042] The additional embodiments disclosed are in addi-
tion to or in accordance with the aforementioned descrip-
tion. Each of these embodiments as described are alternate
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embodiments of the swivel seat base, which comprises a
swivel plate assembly 12 that includes a seat mounting plate
16 that is conjoined in a rotational relationship with a unitary
base plate 18 comprising a base plate 18 integrated with one
or more mounting brackets 14.

[0043] In one embodiment, the unitary base plate 18 can
include open channels 32 defined by lips. The lips are
configured to aid in retaining tie-down device within open
channels 32, thereby preventing any accidental dislodging
from open channels.

[0044] In one embodiment the open channels 32 are
oriented inwardly and positioned to “tuck under” the base
and seat mounting plate 16.

[0045] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 comprises
partially open channels 32 that are defined by overhangs.
The overhangs aid in retaining tie-down device within
partially open channels 32, thereby preventing any acciden-
tal dislodging from partially open channels 32.

[0046] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 comprises
partially open channels 32 defined by overhangs. The base
plate 18 includes partially open channels 32 that are oriented
inwardly and tucked under the base and seat mounting plate
16 in contrast to partially open channels 32 being oriented
outwardly.

[0047] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 comprises
longitudinally extending enclosed channels 44. The portable
swivel seat base 10 is removably secured to a bench-type
seat 60 with at least one tie-down device, having at least a
portion thereof extending through each longitudinally
extending channel 44 and wrapped around and under the
bench-type seat 60. Longitudinally extending enclosed
channels 44 aid in retaining tie-down device therewithin.
[0048] In one embodiment, the longitudinally extending
enclosed channels 44 are oriented inwardly and tucked
under the base and seat mounting plate 16 in contrast to
longitudinally extending enclosed channels 44 being ori-
ented outwardly. The longitudinally extending enclosed
channels 44 aid in retaining tie-down device therewithin.
[0049] As is evident from the numerous non-limiting
embodiments of portable swivel seat base 10s illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 5, the base plates 18 include “legs” or “exten-
sions”. Accordingly, the seat mounting plate 16, and there-
fore the seat secured thereto, will be somewhat elevated
from the bench-type seat 60 on which the portable swivel
seat bases 10 are removably secured. Further non-limiting
embodiments of a portable swivel seat base 10 include those
without “legs” or “extensions”, such as legs.

[0050] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 is a one
single piece or unitary piece version of mounting brackets
14 integrated with the base plate 18 without legs.

[0051] In one embodiment, the base plate 18 comprises
open channels 32 defined by walls (or protrusions). The
portable swivel seat base 10 is removably secured to a
bench-type seat 60 with at least one tie-down device 52
having at least a portion 54 thereof extending through each
open channel 32 and wrapped around and under the bench-
type seat. The wall aid in retaining tie-down device 52
within open channels 32, thereby inhibiting tie-down device
52 from accidentally dislodging from open channels 32.
[0052] While the embodiments of the portable swivel seat
bases 10 described herein illustrate a swivel plate assembly
12 comprising proximately co-located seat mounting plate
16 conjoined in a rotational relationship with base plate 18,
alternate embodiments of swivel plate assemblies are con-
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sidered as being with the metes and bounds of the instant
invention. For example, the one or more swivel plate assem-
blies in alternate non-limiting embodiments can be a ped-
estal swivel plate assembly 12 wherein the seat mounting
plate 16 is at a distance from the base plate 18 as is well
known in the art.

[0053] FIG. 7 depicts a perspective view of the portable
boat mounting device secured to a fixed seating area. One
the portable mounting device is installed into the fixed
seating area or bench 60, a user has the ability to adjust the
seat’s position along a longitudinal axis of the bench 60. The
user can adjust the seat 50 by loosening one ore more of the
tie-down devices 52 in order to move the device in a first
direction or a second direction. For example, in some
instances the user may position themselves on the near side
of a boat, while in other instances the user may wish to
position themselves on a far side of a boat. In yet other
instances the user may wish to sit in the center of the boat,
where the user may be operating the boat, fishing, hunting,
or performing another operation activity. The ease of adjust-
ment of the mounting device, allows the user to have the
advantage of quickly adjusting their position, or removing
the device in an efficient manner, and without causing must
movement in the boat area if on water.

[0054] Although the present invention has been described
in terms of various embodiments, it is not intended that the
invention be limited to these embodiments. Modification
within the spirit of the invention will be apparent to those
skilled in the art.

[0055] It is additionally noted and anticipated that
although the device is shown in its most simple form,
various components and aspects of the device may be
differently shaped or modified when forming the invention
herein. As such those skilled in the art will appreciate the
descriptions and depictions set forth in this disclosure or
merely meant to portray examples of preferred modes within
the overall scope and intent of the invention and are not to
be considered limiting in any manner.

[0056] While all of the fundamental characteristics and
features of the invention have been shown and described
herein, with reference to particular embodiments thereof, a
latitude of modification, various changes and substitutions
are intended in the foregoing disclosure and it will be
apparent that in some instances, some features of the inven-
tion may be employed without a corresponding use of other
features without departing from the scope of the invention as
set forth. It should also be understood that various substi-
tutions, modifications, and variations may be made by those
skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the
invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A portable boat mounting device configured to be
secured to a fixed seating area of a boat comprising:

a swivel seat assembly affixed to one or more mounting

brackets, comprising:

a seat base affixed to one or more mounting brackets;
and

a mounting plate, affixed to the seat base forming a
connection to each other with a rotational relation-
ship about a common axis;

wherein the mounting plate comprises of a plurality of
mounting slots configured to receive a fastening
device;

wherein the seat base comprises one or more mounting
slots configured to receive the fastening device, the
fastening device extending through the one or
mounting slots, fixedly securing the base plate to the
mounting bracket.

2. The portable boat mounting device of claim 1, wherein
the fastening device is a nut and bolt fastener.

3. The portable boat mounting device of claim 1, wherein
the mounting bracket is s-shaped.

4. The portable mounting device of claim 3, wherein the
mounting bracket comprise of:

a leg;

a first arm;

a second arm; and

a longitudinally extending open channel defined by the

leg and a lip formed by a longitudinally extending edge
of the second arm.

5. The portable boat mounting device of claim 1, wherein
the seat base is removably secured to a bench-type seat with
at least one tie-down device.

6. The portable boat mounting device of claim 5, wherein
the at least one tie-down device is a ratchet strap or over
center quick release buckle and strap assembly.

7. The portable boat mounting device of claim 5, wherein
the tie-down strap is configured to extend through an open
channel or slot of the mounting bracket and wrap around and
under the bench-type seat.

8. The portable boat mounting device of claim 5, wherein
the at least one tie-down device is one or more of a set of
polyester, nylon, polypropylene or metal straps.

9. The portable mounting device of claim 1, wherein the
mounting plate comprises a plurality of mounting slots
through which a fastening device extends to fixedly securing
the seat mounting plate to an underside of a seat.

10. The portable mounting device of claim 1, wherein the
base plate is configured to integrate with the mounting
bracket to form a unitary device.
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